Hoddles Track
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Hard track

Starting from the car park at the end of Saddleback Mountain Road, Saddleback Mountain, this
walk takes you to Mount Noorinan and back via the Hoddles Track. This moderately challenging
walk heads west from Saddleback Mountain and follows the ridge up the escarpment to Mount
Noorinan, located west of Kiama, following a historic fire track marked by green posts. Named and
created by pioneer surveyor Robert Hoddle in 1830, the track was originally used to transport
produce to Kiama and at one point, continued west to Bowral. The walk begins with short side
trips to Saddleback Mountain Lookout's northern and southern viewing platforms, as well as the
Rotary Lookout, then descends steeply and meanders through the remnant rainforest that once
covered the area's coastal plain. Upon entering the Barren Grounds Nature Reserve, the walk
climbs steeply to the top of Mount Noorinan, offering breathtaking views of the surrounding area.
A variety of native birds can be seen along the way, including crimson rosellas, eastern
bristlebirds and golden whistlers. There's a car park and toilet facilities at the summit of
Saddleback Mountain, as well as a plague telling the track's story. This walk consists of wide and
narrow fire tracks and walking trails, with uneven natural surfaces, compacted natural surfaces,
rocky sections and steep hills, suitable for moderate fitness levels. Let us begin by acknowledging
the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we travel today, and pay our respects to their
Elders past and present.
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“ Class 4 of 6

Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely

Quality of track Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely
(4/6)

‘T \ Gradient Very steep (4/6)

Signage Directional signs along the way (3/6)

Infrastructure Limited facilities, not all cliffs are fenced (3/6)

Experience Required Moderate level of bushwalking experience recommended (4/6)

Weather Foretasted & unexpected storms and severe weather may impact
on navigation and safety (4/6)

Getting to the start: From , Kiama.

Share
Bushwalk.com

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.



https://bushwalk.com/j/UAMJOS
https://bushwalk.com/j/UAMJOS
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Getting started: From the car park at the
end of Saddleback Mountain Road,
Saddleback Mountain, head along the road
towards the cell towers, passing an
optional side-trip to Saddleback Mountain
Lookout's northern viewing platform (to
your right) and an information shelter (to
your left). Further ahead, you'll pass an
optional side-trip to Saddleback Mountain
Lookout's southern viewing platform (to
your left). After visiting both viewing
platforms, head to the Rotary Lookout,
located beyond the cell towers near a
picnic table. From there, head along the
wide fire track to the right of the picnic
table and continue the Hoddles Track.

From the Saddleback Mountain Road
tart heading along Saddleback
Mountain Road (a vehicle track).
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Find the Saddleback Mountain northern viewing
platform at the start.

This viewpoint offers spectacular views from
Cronulla to Milton.

Find the seat at the start. , has a backrest.

Find the car park at the start.

After another 20 m pass the car park (on your
right).

Start of an optional side trip: An optional side trip
to Saddleback Mountain Lookout's southern viewing
platform, which offers stunning views from
Gerringong to Shoalhaven.

straight here. from the Saddleback
ountain Road Start (a service road).

From the Southern Lookout Walk veer left, to 1
head along Southern Lookout Walk (a walking

After another 65 m pass a seat (20 m on your §
right)., has no backrest.

- -
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

After another 45 m pass a seat (on your left)., ‘
@ has no backrest. ;

Then pass the picnic table (on your left)., has no
@ backrest. ;

After another 15 m head down the 47 ‘
surface|gravel steps (about 40 m long)

Then pass a seat (on your right)., has no ‘
0 backrest. ]

After another 35 m pass a seat (on your left)., ‘
0 has no backrest. ]

Then come to "Saddleback Mountain Southern ‘
Viewing Platform".

Continue another 0 m to find
Saddleback Mountain Southern Viewing
Platform at the end.

Turn around and retrace your steps back the ‘
220 m to the main route.

Back at the main route veer left and follow on ‘
from the 75 m waypoint. ‘

Saddleback Mountain Road) continue

& | 0 After another 20 m (from the
F traight (a footpath).

‘ After another 10 m head through/around the
gate.

After another 100 m pass the "Saddleback
Mountain" (20 m on your left).

After another 15 m pass the toilet (45 m on your
left).

From the Saddleback Mountain
Firetrail veer right, to head along
Saddleback Mountain Firetrail (a vehicle
track).

After another 8 m find the "Rotary Lookout" (25
m on your left).

This viewpoint offers excellent views over the
lllawarra Escarpment and the Jamberoo Valley
After another 30 m pass a seat (7 m on your
left)., has no backrest.

After another 240 m head through/around the
gate.

After another 610 m (from the
Saddleback Mountain Firetrail) continue
straight, to head along Saddleback
Mountain Firetrail.

After another 95 m (from the
addleback Mountain Firetrail) continue
straight, to head along Saddleback
Mountain Firetrail.

Saddleback Mountain Firetrail) continue
straight, to head along Saddleback
Mountain Firetrail.

After another 90 m (at the intersection
of Hoddles Track & Saddleback Mountain
Firetrail) veer left, to head along
Hoddles Track (a walking track).



After another 125 m (from the
oddles Track) continue straight, to
ead along Hoddles Track (a vehicle
track).

gate.

From the Hoddles Track continue
traight, to head along Hoddles Track.

Affer another 20 m (at the intersection of
Hoddles Track & Hoddles Road) continue
straight, to head along Hoddles Track.

rack) continue straight, to head along
Hoddles Track.

After another 380 m come to the viewpoint (20
m on your right).

After another 30 m (from the Hoddles
Track) veer left, to head along Hoddles
Track.

& (from the Hoddles Track) Continue
another 400 m to find the end. Then turn
around here and retrace the main route
for 3.2 km to get back to the start.
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