
Govetts Leap Descent
(Dharug & Gundungurra Country)

2 h 15 min to 2 h 45 min

1.8 km
Return

↑ 778 m
↓ 778 m

4

Hard track

Starting with spectacular views of Govetts Leap from Govetts Leap
Lookout, this walk sweeps down to the base of the falls. The walk
down is showered by drips from the moist moss hanging off the cliffs
above. A spectacular track with equally awesome views across the
Grose Valley, the walk is steep and gives a great sense of the height
of surrounding cliffs. ('leap' is a Scots dialect word for cataract or
waterfall) Let us begin by acknowledging the Dharug & Gundungurra
people, Traditional Custodians of the land on which we travel today,
and pay our respects to their Elders past and present. 
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Class 4 of 6
Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely

Quality of track Rough track, where fallen trees and other obstacles are likely
(4/6)

Gradient Very steep (4/6)

Signage Directional signs along the way (3/6)

Infrastructure Limited facilities, not all cliffs are fenced (3/6)

Experience Required Some bushwalking experience recommended (3/6)

Weather Weather generally has little impact on safety (1/6)

Getting to the start: From Great Western Highway, A32

Turn on to Govetts Leap Road then drive for 2.3 km
At roundabout, take exit 2 onto Govetts Leap Road and drive for another 560 m

Before you start any journey ensure you;
• Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning
• Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
• Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers
• Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point
• Are healthy and fit enough for this journey
If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help.

Share
Bushwalk.com

/j/SBPKCX

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/SBPKCX
https://bushwalk.com/j/SBPKCX
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Getting started: Getting started: From Govetts LeapFrom Govetts Leap
Lookout, this walk heads down the stairs atLookout, this walk heads down the stairs at
the edge of the lookout, keeping the valleythe edge of the lookout, keeping the valley
to the right. The walk then crosses ato the right. The walk then crosses a
grassed area to a well-signpostedgrassed area to a well-signposted
intersection on the edge of the tree line.intersection on the edge of the tree line.
 From the intersection, this walk winds From the intersection, this walk winds
down the hill, tending right at first. Thedown the hill, tending right at first. The
walk then zigzags down to a sign-markedwalk then zigzags down to a sign-marked
intersection.intersection.
 From the intersection, this walk heads From the intersection, this walk heads
down the stairs towards Govetts Leapdown the stairs towards Govetts Leap
Falls. The track soon passes two lookoutsFalls. The track soon passes two lookouts
as it winds steeply down the cliff line,as it winds steeply down the cliff line,
passing through the rock on a metalpassing through the rock on a metal
staircase. The walk zigzags its way steeplystaircase. The walk zigzags its way steeply
down the walls of rock covered in moss,down the walls of rock covered in moss,
ferns and grasses as it follows the railedferns and grasses as it follows the railed
paths and steps down to the base ofpaths and steps down to the base of
Govetts Leap Falls.Govetts Leap Falls.
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    At the intersection of Govetts Leap    At the intersection of Govetts Leap
Road & Loop Track Road & Loop Track StartStart heading along  heading along 
Loop TrackLoop Track (a walking track). (a walking track).

PP Find the car park at the start.Find the car park at the start.

After 30 m find the "Govetts Leap Lookout" (15After 30 m find the "Govetts Leap Lookout" (15
m on your right).m on your right).

Govetts Leap Lookout is named after the firstGovetts Leap Lookout is named after the first
European man to have enjoyed this view,European man to have enjoyed this view,
William Govett, as an assistant surveyor in JuneWilliam Govett, as an assistant surveyor in June
1831. Govetts Leap Lookout offers wonderful1831. Govetts Leap Lookout offers wonderful
views over the Grose Valley and the spectacularviews over the Grose Valley and the spectacular
Bridal Falls. The word `leap` is an old ScottishBridal Falls. The word `leap` is an old Scottish
word meaning waterfall. The lookout is easilyword meaning waterfall. The lookout is easily
accessed from the car park, there are alsoaccessed from the car park, there are also
toilets and picnic shelters nearby.toilets and picnic shelters nearby.

ii After another 10 m pass the sign (15 m on yourAfter another 10 m pass the sign (15 m on your
right).right).

After another 20 m pass the water tap (5 m onAfter another 20 m pass the water tap (5 m on
your right).your right).

Then pass the toilet (25 m on your left).Then pass the toilet (25 m on your left).
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        Continue straightContinue straight, to head along, to head along
Loop Track.Loop Track.

After another 20 m come to the "Govetts LeapAfter another 20 m come to the "Govetts Leap
Lookout" (15 m on your right).Lookout" (15 m on your right).

ii After another 20 m pass the sign (on your left).After another 20 m pass the sign (on your left).

After another 6 m come to the viewpoint (6 mAfter another 6 m come to the viewpoint (6 m
on your right).on your right).
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    At the intersection of Govetts Leap    At the intersection of Govetts Leap
Track (Williams Track) & Loop Track Track (Williams Track) & Loop Track turnturn
rightright, to head along Govetts Leap Track, to head along Govetts Leap Track
(Williams Track).(Williams Track).
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    After another 100 m (at the    After another 100 m (at the
intersection of Govetts Leap Trackintersection of Govetts Leap Track
(Williams Track) & Loop Track) (Williams Track) & Loop Track) turnturn
sharp rightsharp right, to head along Govetts Leap, to head along Govetts Leap
Track (Williams Track).Track (Williams Track).

After another 45 m come to the "Breakfast RockAfter another 45 m come to the "Breakfast Rock
Lookout".Lookout".

After another 30 m come to the "WilliamsAfter another 30 m come to the "Williams
Lookout".Lookout".

After another 270 m come to the viewpoint (30After another 270 m come to the viewpoint (30
m on your left).m on your left).
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intersection of Govetts Leap Trackintersection of Govetts Leap Track
(Williams Track) & Jungle Circuit) (Williams Track) & Jungle Circuit) 
continue straightcontinue straight, to head along, to head along
Govetts Leap Track (Williams Track).Govetts Leap Track (Williams Track).

After another 145 m come to "Govetts LeapAfter another 145 m come to "Govetts Leap
(falls)".(falls)".

Govetts Leap, is a waterfall in the BlueGovetts Leap, is a waterfall in the Blue
Mountains National Park. The fall is fed byMountains National Park. The fall is fed by
Govetts Leap Brook which runs over the cliff intoGovetts Leap Brook which runs over the cliff into
the Grose Valley. The falls are best viewed fromthe Grose Valley. The falls are best viewed from
Govetts Leap and Barrow Lookouts. Leap is aGovetts Leap and Barrow Lookouts. Leap is a
scots dialect word for cataract or waterfall.scots dialect word for cataract or waterfall.
About 95 m past the end is "Bridal Veil Falls".About 95 m past the end is "Bridal Veil Falls".
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    Turn around here and retrace the    Turn around here and retrace the
main route for 890 m to get back to themain route for 890 m to get back to the
start.start.
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